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TACT’S Salon Series in New York City

By: Linda C. Wisniewski

By:  
Anne Hamilton, M.F.A.

According to its mission, The 
Actors Company Theatre 
(TACT) is, “dedicated to 
presenting neglected or 
rarely produced plays of 
literary merit, with a focus 
on creating theatre from its 
essence: the text and the 
actor’s ability to bring it to 
life”.  Last season, the Wall 
Street Journal named TACT 
“Company of the Year.” With 

mainstage productions held 
at the Beckett Theatre on 
Theatre Row, the ensemble 
also presents a more 
intimate Salon Series in the 
Flatiron District. This year, 
TACT will present four mid-
twentieth-century plays by 
female theatre artists.
 
Ruth Gordon was an 
American actress and writer 
who played many roles on 
Broadway from 1916 to 
1976, including Nora in 
A Doll’s House, Mrs. Kitty 
Warren in Mrs. Warren’s 
Profession, and Mrs. Dolly 
Gallagher Levi in The 
Matchmaker. In A Very Rich 
Woman (based on a play 
by Phillipe Heriat), a rich 
Boston widow fights her 
daughters’ efforts to declare 
her incompetent in order to 
gain access to her money.
 
Alice Childress performed 
with the American Negro 
Theatre and premiered 
on Broadway with the 
ANT’s hugely successful 

Anna Lucasta. Later, she 
became one of the first 
African-American women 
to have work professionally 
produced on the New York 
stage. In her groundbreaking 
backstage satire Trouble 
in Mind (1955), a talented 
African-American actress 
finally has the chance to 
play a lead role on the 
Great White Way but only if 
she’s willing to compromise 
her principles.

In Toys in the Attic, Lillian 
Hellman portrays a single 
day in the life of a New 
Orleans family, when a 
prodigal brother returns 
home to his middle-aged 
sisters with an overnight 
fortune in his pocket. The 
drama opened on Broadway 
in 1960 starring Jason 
Robards, Jr., Maureen 
Stapleton, and Irene Worth 
and was nominated for a 
Tony Award for Best Play.

Finally, in Agatha Christie’s 
The Hollow, a family 

gathering in an English 
country home leads to 
murder. This beloved 
mystery author’s play The 
Mousetrap has been running 
continuously in the West 
End since 1952. The Hollow, 
based on her novel of the 
same name from 1946, 
premiered in 1951 
in Cambridge.

Anne Hamilton has 22 
years of experience as a 
dramaturg. She is available 
for script consultations and 
career advising through 
hamiltonlit@hotmail.com. 
Season Three of Hamilton 
Dramaturgy’s TheatreNow! 
launched with an interview 
with Kate Valk, The Wooster 
Group’s leading actress.

Kathryn Clark quite literally 
wrote the book on Bucks 
County. Born and raised in 
Bristol, she and her husband 
built a home near the village 
of Kintnersville where they 
raised their children. 

“We were drawn to the natural 
beauty of Upper Bucks,” the 
author says. “It is definitely 
rural, but it does not lack 
sophistication. There are more 

artists and writers here than 
cows. For me, the natural 
beauty truly is inspiring.”

Bucks County Pennsylvania 
is her collection of essays and 
photos published by Schiffer 
Publishing Ltd. Although she 
wrote the book in six months, 
with over 200 photos taken 
over the course of a year, 
Clark says that it really “has 
taken a lifetime—being born 
here and growing up here, 
where history nudges at every 
turn.” She says a day in “New 
Hope is still a mini-vacation 
for us, but I also like the old 
owl who hoots in our woods. I 
love the hills where we live.”

Clark says she has always 
loved writing profiles of 
people, and she considers 
this book an extension of 
that interest: a profile of a 
very interesting place. Did 
you know the Lenape Indians 
had tattoos, built indoor 
and outdoor fireplaces, and 
made summertime trips to 
the shore? That’s just one of 
the intriguing stories in her 
fascinating book. 

A lifelong journalist, Clark 
graduated from Barnard 
College, Columbia University, 
where she majored in English 
literature. Her first news 
story was published when 
she was only 12. Her work 
has been featured in the 
Bucks County Herald, Lehigh 
Valley Marketplace, the Bucks 
County Courier Times, The 
Intelligencer, and college 
alumni magazines.  

For women with an interest in 
writing, she advises you to “sit 
down at your computer and 
start. Write about what you 
know. Life experience should 
have already provided a lot 
of knowledge and, hopefully, 
wisdom.  Small publications 
will not pay much, but the 
clips you build up will be 
useful later. When it comes to 
selling your work, your words 
should do it for you.”

Bucks County Pennsylvania is 
available at local bookstores 
and also through online 
retailers. Pick one up 
as a gift for yourself or 
a Bucks County friend. 

Visit the website at www.
buckscountybook.com. 

Linda C. Wisniewski teaches 
memoir workshops and enjoys 
speaking about the healing 

power of writing. Visit her 
website at www.lindawis.com 
or contact her at lindawis@
comcast.net to schedule a 
class or presentation for 
your group. 


