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A Slice of Life With Writing Teacher Cheryl Butler Stahle

By: Linda C. Wisniewski

By:  
Anne Hamilton, M.F.A.

In New York City, Martin 
Denton is a tireless 
theatregoer, writer, 
publisher, advocate, and 
critic. His contribution to 
the profession with the 
website www.nytheatre.com 
is immeasurable. His new 
venture, Indie Theater Now, 
is a wonderful opportunity 
for playwrights and other 

theatre artists.  Recently, 
Martin wrote an article for my 
ScriptForward! E-newsletter 
entitled, “Everything You Ever 
Wanted to Know About Indie 
Theater Now”. I’ve shared an 
excerpt below. 

“Indie Theater Now (ITN) 
is an online service that 
presents and preserves new 
American plays in script 
form. Our vision is to be 
both comprehensive and 
inclusive. ITN is kind of like 
a traditional review/preview 
site but on steroids: Instead 
of simply just writing ABOUT 
a play that excites us, we 
share the full text of that 
play, along with dynamic, 
continually updated content 
that provides background 
and context—e.g., podcasts, 
interviews, reviews, videos, 
photos, etc.—created by the 
playwrights themselves as 
well as other artists and ITN 
staff. In this way, readers 
can discover the work more 
fully, wherever they are, at 
their convenience. It’s also 
kind of like traditional play 

publishing but on a massively 
larger scale (i.e., hundreds of 
new plays published per year 
rather than a few dozen) and 
at comparative warp-speed: 
the “Now” in Indie Theater 
Now reflects our ability to 
publish a work days, not 
months or years, after its 
initial presentation on stage.

I started nytheatre.com 
16 years ago in order to 
share my excitement about 
drama in general and many 
amazing but underrated/
unappreciated/unknown new 
plays in particular. Playwright 
Kirk Bromley once said that 
nytheatre.com was “an engine 
of enthusiasm for the art”—a 
phrasing I particularly like.
I think of Indie Theater 
Now as a much more 
robust engine—not just of 
enthusiasm but of genuine 
discovery; one that enables 
teachers, students, actors, 
directors, producers, and 
artists of every stripe, as well 
as those not involved in the 
theater, to experience the 
fruits of indie drama as close 

to firsthand as possible.”
Please read the entire 
article on my Hamilton 
Dramaturgy blog, which is 
http://hamiltondramaturgy.
wordpress.com.

Anne Hamilton has more 
than twenty years of 
experience in the professional 

theatre in NYC, across the 
nation, and internationally. 
She is available for script 
consultations and career 
advising through hamiltonlit@
hotmail.com. Season Three 
of Hamilton Dramaturgy’s 
TheatreNow! launched with 
an interview with Kate Valk, 
a leading actress with The 
Wooster Group.

Cheryl Butler Stahle has 
been teaching people how to 
write for more than 15 years. 
She moved to Bucks County 
20 years ago and loves the 
cafes, shops, and people of 
Doylestown—a place she finds 
similar to Charleston, West 
Virginia, where she grew up.
 
Stahle is a fellow of the 
National Writing Project, 

which disseminates the 
teaching of writing. She 
wrote her book, Slices of Life: 
The Art and Craft of Memoir 
Writing, in three months at 
a coffee shop in Doylestown, 
although it was in her head 
for 15 years.  A former 
English teacher in Norristown 
and Pennridge High Schools, 
she filled her book with ideas 
and prompts for putting 
memories onto paper.
 
This very busy woman teaches 
English for the Agora Cyber 
School, runs a workshop for 
cancer survivors at Gilda’s 
Club, and hosts writing circles 
at Wegman’s Supermarket 
in Warrington and the 
Doylestown Bookstore. She 
is also available for “wine 
and writing” parties where 
she will help you engage your 
creativity with journal writing, 
paints, and colors.
 
A divorced adoptive mother, 
she has plans to teach 
journaling workshops for 
adoptive parents and divorced 
people as well.  With her 
17-year-old son, adopted 
from Russia, she is writing 

a book on empty nesting, 
since he will be leaving home 
for college at the end of this 
school year.
 
Stahl writes about how to 
have a good divorce and 
believes it comes “out of 
respect” for each other.  
“People sense my passion” 
about writing, she says, 
because she makes it fun, 
encouraging them to “play on 
paper” and not to be afraid 
their work is not good enough. 
“So many stories are lost out 
of fear,” she says.  She loves 
to coach people writing their 
memoirs and will help you set 
up your blog, structure your 
book, and “find your story. I 
think I have a unique look on 
how to write,” she says.
 
To join one of her groups 
or host a writing party, 
contact Cheryl Stahle at 
cherylstahle@gmail.com or 
through her website.

Readers can purchase 
Slices of Life at the 
Doylestown Bookstore and 
through Amazon and the 
author’s website, www.

yourbestwritinggroup.com. 
The book is available in print 
or e-book format.

Linda C. Wisniewski teaches 
memoir workshops and enjoys 

speaking about the healing 
power of writing. Visit her 
website at www.lindawis.com 
or contact her at lindawis@
comcast.net to schedule a 
class or presentation for 
your group. 


