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From Cuba to Doylestown: The Journey of Writer Gloria Fernandez Strassburger

By: Linda C. Wisniewski

By:  
Anne Hamilton, M.F.A.

Barbara Pease Weber is a 
Philadelphia native with 
four published plays and 
productions all over the 
country. And it seems that 
no one is more surprised at 
this than she is.

“I started out acting, 
and it just morphed into 
playwriting,” she said 
recently. “The fact that it 

has gone this far is a miracle 
and a dream come true.”

“My writing comes in fits 
and spurts. I’m writing, 
writing, writing and can’t 
stop, or I’m not writing 
anything. In the past three 
years, I’ve rolled out three 
plays, and I’m exhausted.” 
It’s a great problem to have.

Weber has worked in the 
pharmaceutical industry 
for over 30 years and is 
an empty nester, with two 
daughters who are college 
graduates. Samuel French 
has published four of her 
plays – DELVAL DIVAS, 
HOGWASH!, SENIORS 
OF THE SAHARA, and A 
CROCK OF SCHNITZEL. 

She has been involved 
with the Old Academy 
in the East Falls section 
of Philadelphia for many 
years, with many of her 
plays debuting there. The 
performing space’s claim 

to fame is that Grace Kelly 
acted there as a child. 
Weber’s THE WITCH IN 
204, which is a sequel 
to SENIORS OF THE 
SAHARA, debuted there 
in September 2011 and 
went on to a production in 
New Mexico in September 
2012. “SENIORS is a senior 
romance about Sylvie 
Goldberg, a retired New 
Jersey schoolteacher who 
goes to Israel and buys 
some souvenirs, among 
which is a priceless relic—a 
genie in a teapot.”

How did she get her 
publishing deals? “Sheer 
luck,” she says. “Nobody 
told me it would be so hard 
to get somebody to read my 
work. I did it out of pure 
ignorance. I wrote a play 
and asked them, ‘Do want 
to read it? Do you want to 
produce it? Do you want 
to publish it?’ For my first 
play, I got a postcard from 
Samuel French which said, 

‘Dear Ms. Weber, Your 
play has had two readings 
and now is in the 
President’s office.’” 

Brava, Barbara! We all wish 
you continued success in 
the future.

Anne Hamilton has more 
than 20 years of experience 

in the professional theatre 
in NYC, across the nation, 
and internationally. She 
is available for script 
consultations and career 
advising through hamiltonlit@
hotmail.com. Season Three 
of Hamilton Dramaturgy’s 
TheatreNow! launched with 
an interview with Kate Valk, 
a leading actress with The 
Wooster Group.

In 1961, 12-year-old Gloria 
Fernandez was one of 14,000 
children sent out of Cuba by 
panic-stricken parents who 
feared for their future under 
Castro’s regime. She was part 
of Operation Pedro Pan, one of 
the largest political exoduses 
of children in history.

Palm Trees in the Snow is a 
memoir of the author’s life 
in pre-Castro Cuba and her 

family’s subsequent exile to 
the United States, where they 
found a home in Doylestown, 
Bucks County. The family 
had lived here for a year in 
1956 and contacted friends 
for help in relocation. “Their 
immediate response was 
unequivocal,” she says: “Come 
and we will help you.”

Gloria Fernandez Strassburger 
lived in Doylestown until 
1994, when her husband’s job 
relocated them to Michigan. 
In her book’s chapter on 
Doylestown, she writes about 
her fascination with “its 
quaintness, bustling activity, 
and Victorian gingerbread 
houses, so different from 
our Caribbean island.  The 
Doylestown Inn, with its 
witch’s hat turret, was my 
favorite. As a child, I always 
imagined a witch’s face 
under it.”

The birth of her daughter 
ignited her desire to write a 
memoir. “Our lost culture, 
richly woven with ancestral 
roots, ethnic traditions, and 
indefatigable Cuban spirit, 
needed to be preserved for 

the generations that follow,” 
she writes. 

Hernandez Strassburger says 
the emotional challenges 
of writing the memoir were 
powerful, but she “let the 
tears well up, flow sometimes, 
never holding back. The result 
is always the same: a feeling 
of comforting healing.”  She 
advises other women thinking 
of writing a painful memoir 
that “it is truly a rewarding 
endeavor. Despite the 
heartaches, the sadness, and 
even the traumas, the clarity 
of our nostalgia illuminates 
the good, dimming the bad.”

Her lifelong passion for writing 
continues as she writes about 
a trip to northwestern Spain 
last fall to trace her Spanish 
roots. This fall, she plans to 
teach English as a second 
language to families arriving 
from Central and Latin 
America. “I know how they 
feel,” she says, “and I can’t 
wait to help them.”

Palm Trees in the Snow is 
available at amazon.com, 
barnesandnoble.com, or 
by ordering through most 

retail bookstores. The author 
may be contacted through 
the publisher: Cold River 
Studio, 615.352.6182, 
coldriverstudio.com. 

Linda C. Wisniewski teaches 
memoir workshops and enjoys 

speaking about the healing 
power of writing. Visit 
her website at www.
lindawis.com or contact 
her at lindawis@comcast.
net to schedule a class or 
presentation for 
your group. 


