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“Funny, honest, deeply moving, 
OFF KILTER reminds us just how hard it is 

to adjust to the physical pain, the emotional loss, 
and even the surprising beauty 

of being fully who we are.”
Susan Wittig Albert

Off Kilter
A Woman’s Journey 

To Peace With Scoliosis, 
Her Mother, & Her Polish Heritage 

by Linda C. Wisniewski 
Buy it at the Doylestown Bookshop (Doylestown), 

Lion Around Bookstore (Quakertown), 
Farley’s Bookshop (New Hope), 

Canterbury Tales Bookstore (Lahaska) 
& Moravian Bookstore (Bethlehem) 
or online at www.pearlsong.com.

The new memoir from 
Pearlsong Press

Bailey School Kids Author Debbie Dadey 

By: Linda C. Wisniewski

 

By:  
Anne Hamilton, M.F.A.

 In the last few years, 
several new women’s advocacy 
organizations have joined 
those already established. 
In New York, the perennial 
leaders include The League of 
Professional Theatre Women 
and the Women in the Arts 
and Media Coalition, Inc. 

 The League is an advocacy 
organization for reinforcing 
the positive image of, 

promoting the visibility of, and 
increasing the opportunities 
for women in the arts and 
entertainment industries, 
particularly the professional 
theatre. It seeks to enrich the 
culture with the infusion of 
women’s creativity. 

 The purpose of the 
Coalition is to focus the power 
of its member organizations 
together and to use that 
combined strength to address 
issues of concern to women in 
theatre, film, TV, radio, and 
new media. 

 In addition to these two 
organizations, in recent years, 
many new groups have also 
started. The Dramatists Guild 
Women’s Initiative advocates 
for female playwrights, and 
Works by Women supports 
theatrical work written, 
directed, and/or designed 
by women. 

 WISE (Women in Stage 
Entertainment) was created by 
a group of like-minded women 
working in entertainment 
lighting who discovered 

they commonly faced issues 
that sometimes negatively 
impacted their working lives. 
They felt the time had come 
to address these issues as a 
collective and to bring 
them to the attention of the 
wider industry.

 17 Percent is an 
organization supporting and 
promoting female playwrights 
in the United Kingdom. Why 
17%? It’s a significant figure. 
It was quoted at the Sphinx 
Theatre’s 2009 “Vamps, 
Vixens and Feminists” 
conference as the percentage 
of UK women playwrights 
being produced, and it’s also 
the pay gap between men 
and women.

 While women make up 
52% of the UK’s population 
and 65% of the theatre 
audience, only 17% of plays 
produced there are written by 
women. Something is badly 
skewed. The quoted figures 
are from 2010.

 17% founder Sam Hall, 
says, “We will support and 

promote female playwrights 
through networking events, 
courses, feedback, and 
dramaturgy, championing 
women’s achievements in the 
theatre, providing positive 
female role models and 
inspirations, showcases with 
opportunities for feedback, 
and mentoring opportunities.” 
Services include an e-
newsletter, a blog, and video 
resources on YouTube.

	 Anne	Hamilton	has	more	
than 20	years	of	experience	
in	the	professional	theatre	in	
NYC,	across	the	nation,	and	
internationally.	She	is	available	
for	script	consultations	and	
career	advising	through	
hamiltonlit@	hotmail.com.	
Season	Three	of	Hamilton	
Dramaturgy’s	TheatreNow! will	
begin	with	an	interview	with	
Kate	Valk,	a	leading	actress	
with	The	Wooster	Group.

 She is the author or 
coauthor of more than 125 
books, including the best-
selling Adventures	of	the	
Bailey	School	Kids and 
the new Mermaid	Tales 
series due in May from 
Simon & Schuster.

 Dadey taught first grade 
for five years in the same 
elementary school as 
coauthor Marcia Thornton 
Jones. “My favorite part of 
the day was sharing stories, 
and it still is,” she says. She 
became a school librarian for 
six years before turning to 
full-time writing.

 The main theme in all 
her books is the importance 
of friendship and working 
together. “In the first 
Mermaid	Tales book, two 
mermaids befriend a new 
mermaid from far away,” 
Dadey continues, “and, 
in the second book, the 
mermaids have to deal with 
a bully.  While the books are 
meant to be fun, I think they 
allow the reader to think just 
a bit about what’s right and 
what’s wrong.”

 With the new series, 
Dadey says she has been 
learning about the ocean 
and ocean life. “In every 
book, there is a glossary of 
the different sea creatures 
from the story. I’ve also 
become involved in World 
Ocean Day on June 8th 
at the National Aquarium 
in Washington, DC and 
Baltimore. I hope to get my 
daughter to dress up as a 
mermaid!”

 For aspiring authors 
of children’s books and 
stories, Dadey says, “I think 
the most important thing, 
in this tough market is to 
read, read, read what is 
being published today.  It 
is very different from what 
was coming out even five 
years ago.” And, she added 
this: “Write every chance you 
can. It’s like anything—the 
more you do it, the better 
you’ll get.” And, finally, and 
perhaps most surprisingly, 
she says “I’ve found that I’ve 
had the best success when I 
have taken chances.”

 Visit her website at www.
debbiedadey.com for more 
information about her 
books, writing, and events.

	 Linda	C.	Wisniewski	
teaches	memoir	workshops	

and	speaks	on	the	healing	
power	of	writing.	Visit	her	
website	at	www.lindawis.
com	or	contact	her	at	
lindawis@comcast.net	to	
schedule	a	presentation	for	
your	group. 

	 Children’s book author 
Debbie Dadey grew up in 
Kentucky, but, ever since 
she and her family moved 
to Furlong, PA four years 
ago, they have fallen in love 
with Bucks County and its 
history.  Dadey serves on the 
board of the historic Moland 
House in Warrington and 
volunteers at Christ’s Home 
in Warminster.


