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ScriptForward! 

Greetings!

Welcome to the April issue of ScriptForward!, a specialty E-newsletter prepared for professional and aspiring 
scriptwriters by Hamilton Dramaturgy. With twenty years of experience in New York, across the nation, and 
internationally, I offer this newsletter as a means of support and information to the worldwide scriptwriting 
community. 

Please look over the “Recent Successes” section to see all the exciting events taking place, especially the 
publication of anthologies of my new plays and poetry. There are nineteen plays (full-length, short plays, and 
monologues) which feature women in the leading roles. Also, be sure to check out the Burning [An]swer 
section, which features information on the process of self-publishing.

I  hope that this issue of ScriptForward! will be useful to you and I welcome your feedback    - Anne Hamilton
Hamilton Dramaturgy
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        Testimonial
“Talk about the right person at the right time! Anne Hamilton 
provided me with line-by-line insights into my new play, 
FRONTING THE ORDER, which helped me bring added life to 
my characters and soundness to the plot.  What at first seemed 
perfect to me was diagnosed by Anne as in need 
of immediate surgery, which I performed to the betterment of the 
piece.  To her credit, she's like the soothing voice on your GPS:  
she never scolds you for making a wrong turn, but puts you on the 
right route with grace and charm.”

Warren Bodow – NYC and Tucson, Arizona, USA. Warren’s play RACE MUSIC played 
on Theatre Row in NYC and received great reviews from The New York Times. He is the 
author of TWICE BLESSED, MFA, OVERMAN ON HIS WAY OUT and is the retired 
President of New York Times Company radio stations WQXR and WQEW. FRONTING 

THE ORDER is a five character ensemble piece which explores the ethics and practicality 
of using deception to gain a short term profit. It enjoyed a full production this month at 

the Beowulf Alley Theatre in Tucson. 
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“I would like to create a book of my own poetry and 
am thinking of publishing it myself. What do I need to 
know?”

S.R., New York City

While it is marvelous to find a publisher for your 
work, that  task is an increasingly difficult one. 
Publishing companies are downsizing rapidly, or 
changing the focus of their work to new media topics.

It is not difficult to learn the basics of self-publishing 
if you’re willing to put in a little bit of time with the 
company’s tutorial program, and to ask for some 
advice of those who have self-published.

The first thing to do is to learn about the features, 
costs and offerings of different self-publishing 
companies. Using a print-on-demand company to 
create your book has a relatively  low cost and brings 
results more quickly than working with a publisher.

Two popular companies are www.iuniverse.com and 
www.lulu.com. I just used lulu.com to self-publish 
my anthologies. Here is what I learned about the 
process.

You have to know the answers to some basic 
questions: How much am I willing to spend to 
produce this book? Do I have time constraints? Do I 
need someone to help me with the copyediting before 
I download the manuscript into the self-publishing 
program? Perhaps most important of all:  Do I want 
to pay the company to do the design for me, or am I 
willing to spend some time learning the ins and outs 
of inputting a document that will result in a 
professional-looking book? Finally: How do I want to 
market the book?  

I designed my own book and it took me a great deal 
of time to create the look that I wanted. That said, 
you can edit and reload your manuscript as many 

times as you like without cost, until you are 
satisfied that you’re ready to publish it.

Remember that whatever you download in the 
manuscript will be processed as is by the software, 
and will appear in the book as is. That means that 
you’ll save yourself a lot  of time if you make the 
manuscript camera ready  before you run it through 
the software.

It is also a good idea to print a proof in paperback 
form and carefully comb through it for mistakes to 
correct. That said, the beauty of self-publishing is 
that you can correct any  errors you find down the 
road, and update the book as many times as you 
like.

If you still have questions, please contact me at 
hamil tonl i t@hotmai l .com. I am offer ing 
consultations on self-publishing your book, 
including manuscript review and dramaturgy, goal 
setting, and design work.

At the end of a relatively  short process, you can 
have the book of your dreams. Happy publishing!

Burning [An]swer 

Featured Books of the Month
Hamilton Dramaturgy Press is pleased to announce 
the publication of two anthologies by Anne Hamilton

ANOTHER WHITE SHIRT 
And Other Plays and Poetry

THE STACY PLAY 
And Other Plays and Poetry

Featuring nineteen pieces which feature a female in 
the leading role.

Available now through www.lulu.com in paperback 
and Ebook formats.
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I lost a great friend and mentor when Romulus 
Linney, the playwright and novelist, died on January 
15th in New York of lung cancer.

In a twist  of fate, Rom’s daughter, the actress Laura 
Linney, won a Golden Globe the day after her 
father’s death, for her starring role in THE BIG C, a 
story about a woman with cancer.

Rom was my  professor at Columbia University 
School of the Arts, and then my colleague at the 
New School’s Actors Studio Drama School. He led 
the playwrighting programs at both universities.

I learned from him first as a student, and then as a 
colleague.

My main tie to Rom, however, is that he taught me 
everything I know about being a dramaturg, a 
profession which I have practiced for the last twenty 
years.

He was what I would call rabidly  protective of 
playwrights and their plays. I first met him when I 
was a Columbia student learning dramaturgy  for the 
first time, developing new scripts and giving artistic 
support to a play when it was going up on stage.

I worked on many scripts while I was at Columbia, 
and have helped develop countless more since I 
opened my dramaturgy practice.

Rom taught me about  how important words are: the 
word on the page, the words we say to one another, 
and most of all, how crucial it is to use words in a 
way that is appropriate to the situation at hand. 
What Rom said was what he meant. There was no 
subterfuge. What you saw was what you got. He 
was a very clear man in his words and actions.

I feel extremely sad to have lost him. Yet when I 
think about what he would say  to me today, I think 
it would be, “What are you crying about? Go on 
with your own life.”

I spent enough years working with him that I can 
almost instantly  call up what he would answer to 
any of my questions.

“What do I do now?” – “Go on with your own 
life.”

“What will I do without you?” – “Hey, stand on 
your own two feet.”

“I miss you.” – “We all lose people, Anne.”

It’s pretty simple. Rom was a simple, yet 
intelligently elegant man. He lived in the moment, 
wrote out all the stories he felt inside, and faced 
every day with strength and enthusiasm.

And unlike many great teachers, Rom knew the 
distinction between his life and my life. He never 
tried to use my  talents or rope me in for his own 
glory. He moved full steam ahead in his own life 
and expected me to do the same. No hanging on, 
no whining, and most of all, No Excuses.

Having lost another mentor and friend, Gerald 
Schoenfeld, three years ago, I feel the burden of 
moving up in the ranks of experienced theatre 
professionals. I am losing my mentors. And now 
I’m getting to the place where I am It. I am the 
expert. I am the one of whom people ask 
questions. I am the one who is helping others 
achieve their glory. I am the one doing the work 
and showing the way.

Losing My Mentor - Remembering Romulus Linney 

By Anne Hamilton (Columbia School of the Arts 1994)

© 2011 
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“When this is all over, my 
writing will add up to the sum 
total of me. The choices I make 
with my writing have a lot to 
do with myself as an unfolding 
personality, so that in the end 
your writing is really your 
destiny. It’s a question of 
finding that central thing that’s 
yours to say and yours alone.”

Romulus Linney, 1930-2011

Testimonial 
“Anne Hamilton dramaturged my play in such an 
exact and precise way that I was able to access her 
notes and complete my rewrite effortlessly. She 
highlighted the core of her concerns and 
communicated them to me so as not to destroy 
inspiration, but instead encourage me to do my best 
work; to say what I wanted to say without being told 
what I should say. Together we were able to build 
scenes and find character truths, motivations and 
clarity and fully develop them accordingly. Anne is 
probably one the best dramaturgs working in 
America and I could not recommend her highly 
enough.”
                                           --Tina Andrews 

NYC Playwright of  the upcoming drama 
CHARLOTTE SOPHIA, screenwriter of the 
Warner Bros. film, WHY DO FOOLS FALL IN 
LOVE, and winner of the Writers Guild of America 
award, and the NAACP Image award for the CBS 
miniseries "Sally Hemings, An American Scandal".

Want to See Work by Women?
Join Works by Women: http://www.meetup.com/WorksbyWomen/ 

Advocate through 50/50 in 2020: http://www.facebook.com/5050in2020?ref=ts
Follow Plays by Women at: http://nytheatre.com/nytheatre/bywomen.php

Hamilton Dramaturgy’s Recent Successes:
Playwrighting

Hamilton Dramaturgy Press has published two anthologies of plays and poetry. ANOTHER WHITE SHIRT 
And Other Plays and Poetry is a collection written in 2009. THE STACY PLAY - A LOVE SONG - 
VOLUME I was written in 2010. I had written such a large number of plays, short plays, monologues, clown 
plays and poetry, that  I decided to publish it as a celebration of my twentieth year working as a dramaturg. The 
anthologies are available through www.lulu.com as paperbacks and Ebooks. I plan to publish one volume of my 
writing each year as a record of my literary muse.

I wrote almost twenty short plays and monologues in the last half of 2010, featuring such characters as a 9-point 
buck (HEARTSHOT), an aid worker in Darfur (THE ONE), an animal shelter worker with a very  long last 
name (THE HYPHENATA), and a transgendering youth who insists on creating his own identity 
(PRONOUNS). I also wrote five plays for clowns, four of them starring females.
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My writing for 2011 includes THE RAINBOW CLOUD, a full-length expansion of my 10-minute play THE 
DELIVERY. It  features Cassie Bernhardt, a young girl determined to attend Barnard on early decision. When 
she gets there, all hell breaks loose as she breaks all the rules, rooming with her pet mini pig in the dorms. THE 
SHOEBOX is a comedic tragedy about memories of a high school fundraising drive. 

FROM POINT A TO POINT B was read by  Ephraim Lopez at the NO PASSPORT/Hibernating Rattlesnakes/
INTAR event in NYC on December 13th.

THE STACY PLAY was developed at Julia's Reading Room at the home of Julia Miles on December 14th. I 
directed the reading and read the role of Stacy. Christopher Gliege read the role of Jonathan and Haley Ward 
read the stage directions. The event was sponsored by the League of Professional Theatre Women.

My poem, "The People's Poet" was read at the January NO PASSPORT/INTAR event in NYC.

Dramaturgy
Warren Bodow's five-character drama FRONTING THE ORDER, which I dramaturged through a private 
reading, and a public reading at the Abingdon Theatre in Manhattan, enjoyed a three weekend run in a full 
production at the Beowulf Alley Theatre in Tucson, Arizona from April 8-24th. Tagline: Do you have to lie to 
make an honest buck? Bravo, Warren!

On March 13th, Henry  Feldman's SHELTER IN PLACE was given a rehearsed reading at the Country 
Playhouse in Houston, Texas. Description: It’s hurricane season at the Pelican Bay Bed & Breakfast: Outside 
nature’s Category 3 storm is approaching, and inside a storm of family chaos builds to Category 5 proportions. I 
dramaturged the comedy in its early stages. Congratulations, Henry!

I advised an internationally-known playwright on her application to a leading residency program in Europe this 
winter. Although she did not receive the fellowship, together we created materials which she will be able to use 
to apply for other residencies and grants while trying to get support for a new epic play she is writing.

Anne on the Air
Season Two of Hamilton Dramaturgy's TheatreNow! has launched with an interview with Kamilah Forbes, the 
Artistic Director of the Hip Hop Theatre Festival. Kamilah speaks about her early artistic influences, her 
professional training, and her process curating the festival.

Anne on the Web
I had the privilege of appearing as a theatrical expert in association with another L.A. Theatre Works NPR 
broadcast. I spoke on the topic of "Dueling Families" in a web bonus segment which appeared online in 
December and January. It was in connection with the broadcast of THE LION IN WINTER, starring Kathleen 
Chalfant and Alfred Molina. I commented on family conflicts in HENRY IV - Parts I and II, MAJOR 
BARBARA, and CRIMES OF THE HEART.

Publications
The Open to Hope Foundation published my article, "Losing My Mentor - Remembering Romulus Linney" in 
late January. 
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Anne M. Hamilton, M.F.A., has twenty years of experience in New York City, across 
the nation, and internationally. The Founder of Hamilton Dramaturgy, she has 
consulted with Lynn Nottage, Andrei Serban, the Joseph Papp Public Theater, the 
Harold Prince Musical Theatre Institute, Michael Mayer, Classic Stage Company, 
Jean Cocteau Repertory Theater, Leslie Lee, Andrew Barrett, the New York City 
Public Library’s Schomberg Center for Research in Black Culture, and the 
University of Iowa Playwrights’ Workshop. She worked for James Lipton (host  and 
producer, INSIDE THE ACTORS STUDIO) for three years as the academic 
advisor to the graduate students and faculty at  The Actors Studio Drama School in 
NYC. The Bogliasco Foundation of New York City and Bogliasco, Italy awarded her 
a fellowship in recognition of her personal contribution to the American theatre. She 
studied the philosophy of aesthetics at  St. Catherine’s College, Oxford University 
and was a NYSCA auditor. Hamilton is a graduate of Columbia University School of 
the Arts and holds dual citizenship in the United States and Italy. She is available for 
consultations in script development, production dramaturgy, and career 
development, through her website at  www.hamiltonlit.com. Anne is a member of 
The Dramatists Guild of America, Inc.(DGA, www.dramatistsguild.com), Literary 
Managers and Dramaturgs of the Americas (LMDA, www.lmda.org) and is a past 
Co-Secretary of the League of Professional Theatre Women (LPTW, 

Phone: 215-536-1074   
hamiltonlit@hotmail.com

 ScriptForward!  is a free specialty E-newsletter offering easy and 
informative tips on how to advance your professional scriptwriting career 
now. It is intended as a helpful informational tool to those actively engaged 
in the writing arts. If you have colleagues or friends who would benefit 
from this e-newsletter, please feel free to forward it to them, as long as you 
pass it along in its entirety, with all accreditations, references and 
copyrights. Many thanks and All the Best!

Hamilton Dramaturgy Staff
Anne Hamilton, Founder
Otto Bost, Sound Designer, TheatreNow!
Geoffrey Nixon, Designer, ScriptForward!
Sean McCain, Management Assistant
Haley Ward, Artistic Assistant

Hamilton Dramaturgy is an international dramaturgical practice located in 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania on the East Coast of the United States. Also 
known as "The Genius Belt", this peaceful area filled with farms has been 
the home and workplace of the composers Oscar Hammerstein II and 
Stephen Sondheim, and the novelists Pearl S. Buck and James Michener. 

I published a profile of Philadelphia playwright, artist  and musician Joy Cutler in the Bucks County Women's 
Journal. My latest article in the April/May issue describes the agenda for my scriptwriting workshop in 
Philadelphia.

Upcoming Workshop
On June 3-5th, I will teach a playwrighting and screenwriting workshop at  the Philadelphia Writer's 
Conference.

Welcome to New Staffers
We sadly have said goodbye to Linsey Bostwick, who served as Artistic Producing Associate at Hamilton 
Dramaturgy for two years. She has taken a full-time job with Pomegranate Arts in New York City. 
Congratulations, Linsey, and thank you for everything. You are irreplacable.

We now welcome several new staffers to take Linsey's place. Otto Bost has become the Sound Designer for 
TheatreNow!, starting with Season Two. Geoffrey Nixon now designs ScriptForward! (starting with #22). Sean 
McCain serves as our Management Assistant, and Haley Ward as our Artistic Assistant, handling various tasks 
for the company.

Disclaimer – The opinions presented in ScriptForward! are those of the artists and guest columnists, and not necessarily those of Hamilton Dramaturgy. 
 Want to unsubscribe from this e-newsletter? Email hamiltonlit@hotmail.com with “Remove” in the subject line. Privacy Notice: 

ScriptForward! does not share or sell its email list.
© 2010 Anne Hamilton, Hamilton Dramaturgy © 2008 All photos by Dan Z. Johnson  www.danzphoto.com
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