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Making Chalk Mark On the Wall – Poet James Freeman

By: Linda C. Wisniewski

By:  
Anne Hamilton, M.F.A.

For 30 years, James Freeman 
has been inspired by his 
students at Bucks County 
Community College.  A 
California native now living 
in Langhorne, the English 
professor says he has learned 
“humility and the value of 
persistence” in his classrooms 
where students often pay their 
own way by outside work. 

Freeman has never really left 
school, since learning from his 
students informs his teaching 

and makes him better able to 
help them. “We are learning 
how to compose ourselves,” 
he says, “literally and 
metaphorically, how to think, 
to communicate clearly…to 
build an argument, to love 
and live ideas.” 

His new book of poems, 
Temporary Roses Dipped in 
Liquid Gold, published in 
November 2013, touches on 
local settings, the natural 
world, and intense emotional 
connections between people.  
Jim Freeman calls the 
collection of 14 poems “a 
tribute or offering, as in giving 
a rose as expression of love, 
dipped… in gold … to preserve 
the temporary forever, to all…
who dare to admit that we are 
all the same…in our potential 
to be humans who give and 
receive selfless love.”

The prolific writer and 
teacher has written 18 books 
of poetry and fiction. He was 
previously interviewed for this 
column about his collection 
of short stories, Irish Wake: 
In Loving Memory of Us All, 

in the February/March 2012 
issue of the Bucks County 
Women’s Journal.

“Writing can save us,” 
Freeman says, “as a record 
of conscience as well as 
art.” Quoting novelist James 
Crumley who said “You 
are not a writer until you 
have a steamer trunk full 
of manuscripts,” Freeeman 
says today, “that would be a 
USB drive full of files, most of 
which are the absolute best 
you can do.”  

He likes to tell students his 
legacy will be “I’m having fun, 
making a soft, small chalk 
mark on the wall, and rubbing 
up against other humans 
and creatures as we all sing 
and dance and play in this 
pageant-parade called life.” 

Temporary Roses can be 
ordered via Amazon or 
http://finishinglinepress.com. 
Sales benefit the Ray Reilly 
Memorial Student Scholarship 
Fund for Bucks students 
with demonstrated financial 
or disability accommodation 

needs. To schedule a reading, 
contact freeman@bucks.edu.

Linda C. Wisniewski teaches 
memoir workshops and enjoys 
speaking about the healing 

power of writing. Visit her 
website at www.lindawis.com 
or contact her at lindawis@
comcast.net to schedule a 
class or presentation for 
your group.

Order from your local bookstore,
online at Amazon or Barnes and Noble,

and from the publisher at
www.pearlsong.com.

The memoir from
Pearlsong Press

Every year, I attend the 
Great Plains Theatre 
Conference in Omaha, 
Nebraska. For a week, 
Metropolitan Community 
College hosts a multifaceted 
developmental program 
that includes productions, 
five MainStage readings, 
workshops, and more than 
20 PlayLab readings.

The process starts when the 
conference puts out a call 
for play submissions in the 
fall. Plays come in from all 
over the world to be read 
and evaluated, and then the 
final plays are chosen. The 
process is similar for other 
play development conferences 
like Seven Devils, the Last 
Frontier Theatre Conference, 
and PlayPenn in Philadelphia.

When playwrights are looking 
to develop their work, they 
often send out their scripts 
to gain the widest range of 
experience. Having actors, 
directors, and dramaturgs 
read the scripts in front 
of an audience allows the 
playwright to hear her work 
to determine which areas are 
working and which can be 
strengthened.
 
At Great Plains, a team of 
artists gathers for several 
rehearsals and then presents 
the reading. A panel of 
professional playwrights, 
directors, educators, 
and dramaturgs gives 

the playwright feedback, 
and then the playwright 
discusses the play with her 
assigned dramaturg. During 
the week, playwrights also 
take a variety of workshops, 
writing new works and 
learning new approaches to 
creative inspiration.
 
As a Guest Artist, I really 
enjoy getting to know 
each new work and then 
discussing the reading with 
its creator. Many scripts go 
on to great success with other 
festivals and conferences, 
as well as productions. It 
is a pleasure to continue 
a professional relationship 
with the playwrights and 
to support them as they 
continue their submissions 
and apply to professional 
training programs and 
graduate schools.

It is in every playwright’s 
best interest to actively 
research and submit to 
developmental workshops 
and conferences. The theatre 
starts with a rather level 

playing field in that every 
actor has to audition and 
learn to perform on stage, 
and every playwright has 
to submit and have her 
plays read and performed 
on stage. A conference can 
be a marvelous experience 
that pushes a writer’s career 
forward and gives her a 
refreshing collaborative 
experience.

Anne Hamilton has 23 
years of experience as a 
dramaturg. She is available 
for script consultations and 
career advising through 
hamiltonlit@hotmail.com. 
Season Three of Hamilton 
Dramaturgy’s TheatreNow! 
launched with an interview 
with Kate Valk, The Wooster 
Group’s leading actress.


